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tal plans and select projects with the assistance of their states. For
metropolitan areas with fewer than 200,000 persons, the states are to
develop capital plans with the assistance of their MPOs. Among the
factors to be considered in the development of these capital plans are
access to ports, intermodal transportation facilities, preservation of
rights-of-way for future transportation projects, and methods to en-
hance the efficient movement of freight. States are also given new
planning mandates to develop management systems in six areas,
which include traffic congestion and intermodal transportation facili-
ties and systems. These new requirements create new opportunities
for addressing port access problems.

State and local governments as well as port officials can take sev-
eral steps to facilitate landside access to maritime industries. As re-
quired by the IS TEA, freight transportation needs should be given
more detailed consideration when routes are designated as eligible for
federal and state assistance and in assigning priorities for funding.
This recommendation should be applied immediately in the identi-
fication of routes eligible for the National Highway System, which is
to include the Interstates and other major primary highways. This
system, which is to be funded at the highest level, is to be defined by
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) with the assistance of
the states and MPOs and presented to Congress by December 1993.
States and MPOs should also include freight transportation facilities
in the development of their intermodal transportation facility plans
(Chapter 7).

States and MPOs are also required by the ISTEA to develop con-
gestion management plans that are to be used to guide future invest-
ment decisions. Local and state governments could use congestion
management techniques and require greater private investment to
make sure that development on access routes serving port terminals
does not result in undue congestion. The committee recommends that
congestion management techniques to maintain efficient freight
movements on port access routes be incorporated into congestion
management plans (Chapter 4).

As commercial and residential development encroach on port com-
plexes, more attention will be required to preserving rights-of-way
around current transportation corridors that serve the ports. The
purchase of such land is a permitted expense under the ISTEA. Aban-
doned rail corridors, waterfront land around marine terminals, and
potential sites for inland terminals and the corridors could also be